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HOW TO SEARCH THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS WEB SITES

The Library of Congress has over 200 million items in hundreds of languages. Over 12
million of these rare items are now available online for users worldwide.

The National Digital Library Program is digitizing historical Americana materials from the
Library's holdings into online collections. There are currently more than 100 collections in
the American Memory Historical Collections. These multimedia collections of photographs,
manuscripts, rare books, maps, recorded sound, and moving pictures are grouped according
to themes.

It is important to note that the Library of Congress Web sites currently do not accept
Boolean indicators such as quotation marks, NOT, or addition marks. The Library is
currently testing out a new search engine that can search all of the largest sections of the
Library’s site from one search box. For the first time you can search the largest sections of
the Library’s site from one search box. Try out the Beta version of this search tool at:
http://www.loc.gov/search/new/.

How do you know what is available?

There are many ways to search the collections, though finding exactly what you are looking
for may take some digging and persistence. Get started with searching:

e American Memory Search
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/start/gs srch amm.html
You can also go directly to the American Memory Collection Finder page,
where the collections are grouped in a variety of categories.

The Library of Congress Site Search
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/start/gs srch loc.html
The main page of the Library of Congress has a search box (in the top right
corner) that searches the entire Web site, excluding the online catalog of
books.

Pathfinders for Browsing
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/start/gs_src_path.html
Pathfinders on the Learning Page are a good starting point for learning more
about how the collections are organized.

The Learning Page Site Search
http://memory.loc.gov/learn/index.html
The main page of the Learning Page has a search box in the top right corner that
searches the Web site for content of specific interest to educators.
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Search Tools

For more advanced instructions on searching the American Memory collections, including
suggested lists of synonyms, try these links.

¢ Finding Items in American Memory
http!//memory.loc.gov/learn/start/find.html

e Synonym List
http!//memory.loc.gov/learn/start/synonym.html

e Search Tips for American Memory
http!//memory.loc.gov/ammem/help/search help.html

e Searching Full Text in American Memory
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/searchtp/amtext.html

e  What American Memory Resources are Included in this Search?

http://leweb2.loc.gov/ammem/mdbnote.html
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CITING LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PRIMARY DOCUMENTS

A search in the American Memory collections yields web pages which are assembled
"on the fly" in response to your particular request. Frequently, "/temp/" appears as
part of the URL shown in the Address/Location window of the page.

This 1s frustrating for users who carefully bookmark their "finds" because a
temporary page cannot be called up at a later date. With just a bit more work,
however, you CAN get a permanent URL through the process outlined below.

Find the URL:
1. Search for the item within the collections.

2. Check to see if the permanent URL address appears at the bottom of the
bibliographic (item) record screen. It will begin with http:/. If it does, this
will be the address you will cite and use to locate the item later on.

3. Click the “Page” button on the web browser menu bar and select View Source
(or Document Source or Source, depending on your browser).
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Crimean Conference—-Prime Minister Winston Churchill, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Marshal Joseph
Stalin at the palace in Yalta, where the Big Three met /U.S. Signal Corps photo.
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A new window will open showing the HTML formatting tags for the page you
received from your search. Scroll to the bottom of this new window.
You will see:

<! - - The following URL will result in display of this document - ->
and on the next line a long URL enclosed in <! - - and - ->.

Example-
<!-- http!//memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/presp:@fieldNUMBER+@band(cph+3a10098)) -->

Copy the URL:

1.

Highlight and copy the complete URL, including final parentheses (but not
<l--or-->).

Example-
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/presp:@field NUMBER+@band(cph+3a10098))

I D[1] - Notepad E][EJ

File Edit Format Miew Help

[y, presq ,warstg, suftrog, nawbib, horyd, wtc, toddbib, mgw ner, hgp, musdibib, hlaw, papr, Thbumbik, ropebib, Thcall, alad, hh, aaodyss ~
ey,mag Ny bbcards dem, raelbib, runyaon, dukesm Tomaxbih, mt%, Dtt11eb aep,glt, c001b1b fpnas, aasm, scsm, denn, re1pet amss, aae
o, mffhib, aFc911b1b mjm, mrwp, rhemd 1 erb1b mDTden ww2map, mtdipbib, afcnyeb1b k]pmap hawp 0mhb1b rbaapcbwb ma1 ncpsb1b ncpm
_,1hbprb1b frvbib, afcreed awgn cwhand, f]wpabwb wpapos, amns, pshib, €1n ,coplandbib, co]a tcoc, curt,mharendt, 1hbcbb1b eaa, ha
;bib,mesnbwb,f1ne,cwnyhs,svy 1b,mm0rse,afcwwgb1b,m h1web1b,unca7 ,afcw1p,mtaft,man2,11stb1b,fawb1b ber1 fmuever, cdn, up
joverbib,mussm, cic, afcpearl, awh, awhbib, sgp, wright, Thbtnbib, afcesnbib, hurstonbib, mreynoldshib, spa1d1n3b1b ,Sgproto:0: /tem
p/~ammem 73jt: €@emdbh= =mceo, Eottscho,detr,nfor,wga ,aap, cwar, bbpwx cowe11b1b ca1bkb1b consrvbib, bdshbib ag fsaall,gmd, pan,v
v, presq varstg suffrg, nawbib, horyd, wtc, toddhi mgw ner, ngp, musd1b1b h1aw papr, 1hbumb1b rbpeb1b Theoll ,a]ad hh aaodyssey
,mag 1, bbcards, dem, rae]bwb runyon, dukesm Tomaxbib, mt% 0tt71eb aep.qlt, c001b1b fpnas, aasm, scsm,denn re]pet amss, aaeo
ib, aFchlh‘lh mim, mrwp, rhemi 1 ertﬂh mD'Iden wwzmap, mfdipbib, afcnyem b, k'Ipmap, hawp, omhb b, rhaapcmb,ma'l . ﬂCpSh‘lh, ncpm, 1
hbprb1b ftvbib, afcreed a1En cwhband, f]wpab1b wpapas, cmns, psbib,Eﬁn,cop]andbib,co1a,tccc,curt,mharendt,1hbcbbib,eaa,ha b
b, mesnb1b fine, cwnyhs, svynib,mmaorse, afcwwgbwb mymhiwebib, uncal afowip,mtaft,manz, 11sthib, fawbib, berl, fmuever, cdn, upbov
erb1b mussm, cic, afcpear1 awh, awhbib, sEp wr1ght hbtnbib, afcesnbwb hurstonb1b mreyn07d5b1b spa1d1ngb1b sgproto’ o <b>ITEM
LIST</b></a></td><td a11gn centerz<a href= /ammem/mdbquery htm1"><strong>NEW SEARCH</strong></a></td></tr></tab7e>

<script type='text/javascript’' src='/global/s_code.js'></scripte</body></tml>

2. Close the window displaying the HTML formatting tags.
Check the URL:
1. Paste the URL in your browser's Address/Location window, as you would any

other URL.
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2. To test the URL, press the Enter or Return key on your keyboard. If the

browser brings up the correct item, you now have the permanent URL!
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NOTE: Microsoft Word often does not include the closing parentheses in the
hyperlink. In order to fix this, complete the following steps.
a) Click and drag over the entire link to highlight it.
b) Right click and choose “Edit Hyperlink.”
¢) In the hyperlink reference box, move your curser to the end of the
hyperlink and add the parentheses (one or two, as appropriate) and hit
enter.

Bookmark the page:
1. With the tested URL in the Address/Location window of the browser, you can

now bookmark the web page.

2. Click the Add to Favorites button on the Internet Explorer menu bar.

= 96522032/PP - Windows Internet Explorer
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Bv Popular Demand: Portraits of the Presidents and First Ladies, 1789-Present

3. Rename the bookmark to be more descriptive and click the OK button.

Add a Favorite E|

Add a Favorite

W Add thiz webpage as a favonite. To access wour
favaontes, wizit the Favantes Center.

M arne: Churchill, Roozevelt, and Stalin

Create in: ”3 Favorites * | | Mew Folder

sdd || cancel |

Link the URL:
1. Paste the permanent URL into your web page/HTML as the permanent link.

Note: This guide sheet has been adapted from “How To Link & Bookmark in
American Memory” in The Learning Page: Getting Started.
[http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/start/tech/link.html] (July 2, 2004)
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CREATING A FOLDER ON THE DESKTOP

1. To create a new folder on the desktop, right click on an empty area of the

desktop.
2. Select New on the Menu.
3. Click on Folder, which is the first item on the list.

Arrange Icons By
Refresh

Paste

Undao Move Chel+Z

Froperties m shortcut

2] Microsoft Office Access 2007 Database
ﬁ' Briefrase

] Microsaft Office Word 97 - 2003 Document
81 Microsoft Office Word Document

B4 Microsoft Office PowerPoint 97-2003 Present ation
EsH] Microsoft Office PowerPoint Presentation
@ Microsoft Office Publisher Docurnent
Savings Bond Wizard Docurment

r.;] Text Document

] wavE Audia File

WiordPerfect 12 Document

E‘ﬂ Microsoft Office Excel 97-2003 Worksheet
5] Microsoft Office Excel Worksheet

3 Compressed {zipped) Folder

4. Type in a name for the folder and hit enter.
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IMAGE FILE TYPES

TIFF

Eastern Regional TPS Partnership

Mini Guide

Stands for Tagged Image File Format
Ideal for printing and enlarging

Does not work well in PowerPoint
Large file size

.tif extension

Stands for Joint Photographic Experts Group

Ideal for websites, e-mail, and PowerPoint presentations
Does not resize well

Small file size

.Jpg extension

Stands for Graphics Interchange Format
Used most commonly on the web
Small file size

.gif extension

Microsoft bitmapped file
Used for some printing and desktop wallpaper
Large file size

.Jbmp extension
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SAVING AN IMAGE FROM THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

1. On the page with the large picture, right click on the link for the correct file
type and choose Save Target As. If “Save Target As” is not one of your

choices, pick “Save Picture As” instead.

= American Memory Digital Item Display - 96522032/PP - Windows Internet Explorer

& | htkp: fimemary.loc, gov/cgi-binfgqueryT7presp: 1t ftemp/~ammem_ILpY: di: ¥ 2| X

F
. y -

- B

y

»
+ |k Page + {F Tools -

W AR | (& fimerican Memary Digital Ikem Display - 96522032{FP | |

Bibliographic Information

lﬁ»\l\‘lfﬂ[(.‘f\l\l
MEMORY

Digital ID: cph 3al0098 Source: b&w film copy neg.
Retrieve higher resolution JPEG version (98 ldlobytes)
Retrieve uncomp

Cpen
Openin Mew Tab
e in Mew Window

sion (1,286 kilobytes)

Prink Target

Copy Shortcut

@ Internet
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the TPS Workshop folder.

Save As
Savein | [Z Desktop i
£ .DMy Documents
} My Computer
My Recent ‘-JJMy Metwork Places
Documents @W
Desktop
My Documents
=1
e
My Computer
‘,‘] File name: 3a10098v.jpg
-
by Metwork Save as ype: JPEG Image

Click on the Desktop icon to the right of the Save As box and the double click

3
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3. Click once in front of the number for the picture and type in a descriptive

name. Do not erase the number that is there.

4. Click on the Save button to save the picture.

Savein | 13 TPS Workshop " O & o EI*

-1

£

ky Fecent
Dacuments

E—‘%

Dezktop

LY

by Documents

-
9
by Computer
‘._:'] File name: ChurchilFooseveltStalinal 0098 jpg A
2
Ay Metwark Save as ype: JPEG Image w

Save

Cancel

5. Click on the Bibliographic Information link.

Bibliographic Inforination

| AMERICAN
MEMORY
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6. When the Bibliographic Information page comes up, click on the Page button
and then select Save As.
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Send Page by E-mail...
Send Link by E-mail...

. : Edit with Microsoft Gffice Excel
Click on picturs for larger nage, full item, or more versions.  [Rights and Repro

Zoom 3
Text Size 3
Encoding »
View Source

‘\Weh Page Privacy Policy, ..

Crimean Conference—Prime Minister Winston Churchill, President Franklin D. Rooesevelt, and Marshal Joseph
Stalin at the palace in Yalta, where the Big Three met /U.S. Signal Corps photo.

CREATED/PUBLISHED
1945 February.
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7. Navigate to the TPS Workshop folder and save with an appropriate title as
described in steps 2 through 4 above.
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